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IN I)EPEN DENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

W~ B SI] E 
KCSRCPAS COM 

AMFR~CAN INS11]UIE OI 
C[ I~ FI[ I[ D ['U[~[ IC ACCOUNTAN1S 

SOCtFIY OF LOUISPANA 
C{ F~11F lID PUbL PC ACCOUN] AN]S 

W e have audited the accom panying statem ent of assets and liabilities and the statem ent of collections, 
distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) of the Plaquemines Parish Sheriff, 
as of and for the 3,ear ended June 30, 2000, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the 
responsibility oflhe Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff as Ex-Offieio Tax Collector. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governnrent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of 
the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
w hether the financial slatenrents arc free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exanrining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the anaonnts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by managem ent, as well as evaluating the overall 
financial statem erlt presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

As discussed in Note l, tire financial statements present only the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) and 
are not intended to present fairly the financial position and results of operations of the Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff, 
in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. Further, the accom panying statem ents have been 
prepared on the cash basis of accounting which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally 
accepted accounting principles. 

hr our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the assets 
and liabilities and the collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the "Fax Collector Fund of the 
Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff̀ as of and for the year ended June 30, 2000, on the basis of accounting described in Note 
1. 
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In accordance w ith G overnm ent A uditing Standard_ _s., we have also issued our report dated October 20, 
2000 on our consideration of the Tax Collector Fund of the Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff's internal control over 
financial reporting and our tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants 

Lafayette, Louisiana 
October 20, 200(I 

K older, Cltampagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC 

Certified Public Acconntants 



FIN ANCIAL STATEM EN TS 



Cash 

A SSETS 

1 ,I ABII3TIES 

D ue to taxing be)dies and olhers 

PLAQUEM INES PARISH SItER1FF 
Poinle-A -La-I lache, Louisiana 

Tax Colleclor Agency Fund 

Statem ent of Assets and Liabilities 

June 30, 2000 

The accom panying nolcs are an inlcgral part of this statem ent 

$180,179 

$180,179 



PLAQUEM INES PARISH SHERIFF 
Poiute-A-La-Hache, Louisiana 

Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Statement of Collections, Distributions, and Unsettled Balances 

Year Ended Jnne 30, 2000 

Unsettled balances at July 1, 1999 

Collections: 

Ad valorem laxes 

State revellue sharing 

W ildlife refuge revenue sharing 

Sporting licenses 

Parish licenses 

lnlerest on - 

Taxes paid um]er protest 

Taxes 

Other 
Refunds and redemptions 

Tax notices, etc. 

Total collections 

Distributions: 
Louisiana Department of W ildlife and Fisheries 

Louisiana Tax Com m ission 

Plaquem ines Parish - 

Council 

School board 

Sheriff 

Hospital 

Assessm ent district 

Refunds and redemptions 

Pension funds 

Total distributions 

Unsettled balances at Jtme 30, 2000 

The accompanyit~g notes are an integral part of this statement 

97,37 

23,306,338 
537,186 

218,800 

116,688 

461,591 

4,064 

25,347 

600 

40,525 

11.074 

24,722,213 

24,819,584 

09,947 

13,345 

8,342,116 

6,737,027 

7,114,466 

1,101,580 

513,876 

48,229 

658,819 

24.639.405 

180.179 



(2) 

PLAQUEM INES PARISH SHER1FF 
Pointe-A -Im-Hache, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Sum mary of Significant Accountin~ Policies 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiarm Constitution of 1974, tile Sheriff is the ex- 
officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem 
property taxes, state revenue sharing funds, and angling, hunting, and trapping licenses. 

I ,ouisJana Revised Statute 24:517(/)) requires that the accounts of each tax collector be audited 
annually. Accordingly, the accompanying statement reflects financial activity of the Sheriff relating 
only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Am ounts included in this report arc also included 
in tile Sheriff's amm al general purpose financial statem ents. 

The accounts of the tax collector are established to reflect the collections im posed by law, 
distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due vari~aus taxing bodies and others. The 
ace om paayir~g financial statement has been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections 
recognized w hen received and distributions reflected w hen paid. 

nteresl-Bearine Denosits 

(3) State Revenue Shari~  Funds 

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 1038 of 1999 were distributed as follows 

Plaqnem ines Parish 
Council 
School Board 
Law Elfforeement District 
A ssessm ent District 
Hospi(al 
Pensiou ]:ul/ds 

Tota 

$145,911 
103,317 
234,423 
9,156 
20,217 
24 1~1~_62 

D  



(4) _U n s _e! t_led_.B~tJ_an ee s 

PLAQUEMINES PARISH SHERIFF 
Pointe-A -La-H achc, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

The unsetlled balances at June 30, 2000 of$180,179 consist of the following 

Current ycar ad valorem taxes 
Protest taxes 
Intercst earned 
Tax notices, etc. 

"l'ota 

$ 15,997 
149,415 
11,774 
2,993 

$180,179 
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REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL 
CON TROL OV ER FIN AN CIAL REPORTING BA SED ON AN AUDIT O1: 
H N AN CIA I, STATEM EN TS PF, RFORM ED IN ACCORDAN CE W lTIt 

GOVERNM ENT AUD1TING STAN DARDS 

The ltonorable hvin F. llinglc, Jr 
Plaquem ines Parish Sheriff as 
Ex-Officio Tax Collector 

Point-A-La-Ilache. Louisiana 

W e have audited the Tax Collector Fund (agency fimd) financial statements of the Plaqucmiues Parish 
Sheriff, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2000, and have issued our report thereon daled October 20, 2000. 
Our report states that the statement of assets and liabilities and the statement of collections, distributions, and 
unsettled balances have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting which is a com prehensive basis of 
accounting other thau generally accepted accounting principles. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith 
generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Stand_a_ r__d_s, issued by the Conrptroller General of the United States. 

Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Plaquem incs Parish Sheriff s financial 
statements are free of material m isstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not au objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results 
of our tests disclosed an instance of noncom pliance that is required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing, 
Standards which is described in the accompanying schedule of prior and current audit findings and management's 
corrective action plan as item 00-1. 

Internal Control O ver Financial _Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Plaquem ines 1)arish Sheriff s internal control 
over financial rcportinlg in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of exprcssing our opinion 
on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. 
1 towcver, we noted a certain m atter involving the intern al control over financial reporting and its operation that 
we consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention relating 
to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the intern al control over financial reporting that, in our 
judgnrent, could adversely affect the Plaquemines Parish Sheriffs ability to record, process, summarize and 
report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statcrnents. The reportable 
condition noted is described in the accom panying schedule of prior and current audit findings and m anagement's 
corrective aelion plan as item 00-2. 
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A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control 
components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements ill amounts that would be 
material in rclatiott to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely 
period by em ployces in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the 
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the intern al control that 
m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that 
are also considered to be m aterial weaknesses. W e consider the reportable condition described as item 00-2 
in the schedule of prior and current audit findings and m anagement's corrective action plan to be a m aterial 
weakness. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of m anagement, others within the organization, 
and federal awarding agencies and pass-through entities and is not intended to be and should not be used by 
anyone other than ~.hese specified parties. 

Lafayette, 1 ,ouisiana 
October 20, 2000 

K older, Champagne, Slaven & R ainey, LLC 
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1. Prior Year l:inding~ 

Com pliance 

PLAQUI;;M INES PARISH SHERIFF 
Plaquem ines, Louisiana 

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and 
M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 

Year Ended June 30, 2000 

There were no instances of noncom pliance at June 30, 1999 

nternal Control Over Financial Reoonin2 

Item 99-1 - ]nadeunate Seereeation of Accountin~ Functions 

Due to the sm all num ber of employees, the Sheriff did not have adequate segregation of 
functiorls w ithin the accounting system . 

Status 

Unresolved. See item 00-2 

M anaeem ent l,etter Item s 

_Item .9_9_::2.- l_'_roperty Taxes 

Finding: 

Property taxes should be settled w ithin the first ten days of the m onth following the m onth of 
collection in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 47:2060. 

Status: 

Unresolved. See item 00-1 

em 99..3 - Soortin~ Licenses 

Status 

Sheets of W ildlife and Fisheries sporting licenses were m isplaced 

Resolved. The sheriff no longer handles sporting licenses 

(continued) 



PLAQUEM INES PARISII SHERIFI 
Plaquem ines, Louisiana 

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and 
M anagement's Corrective Action Plan (Continued) 

Year Ended Jtme 30, 2000 

11. Current Year Findings and M anaaem ent's Corrective Action Plan 

Com pliance 

Item 00-1 - Prot)ertv Taxes 

Finding: 

Property taxes should be settled within the first ten days of the month following the m onth of 
collection in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 47:2060. 

M anagem enl's Corrective Action Plan 

M s. M onica N icosia, Senior Supervisor, will increase her efforts to settle properly taxes tim ely 
She plans to do this im m ediately. 

Internal Contro ver Financial Rcoortin~ 

Item 00-2 - Inadeauate Se~ref, ation of Accountin~ Functions 

Due to the small number of em ployees, the Sheriff did not have adequate segregation of 
functions w ithin the accounting system . 

M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 

Sheriff Hingle has determ ined that it is not cost effective to achieve com plete segregation of 
duties w ithin the accounting department. No plan is considered necessary. 

M anap, em eut Lelier Item s 

There were no m anagem ent letter item s at June 30, 2000 


